
15307 
Glass Bead 

1.3 grams 

Figure 1:  All sides of glass bead 15307. NASA S71-43036 - 9 .  Scale is 1 cm. 

This glass bead is from the surface at station 7 near 
Spur Crater where soil sample 15301 was collected. 

The Apollo 15 catalog states: “15307 is a fragile, 
hollow glass sphere, with a lip. It is dark green/black. 
Its surface is smooth with very few zap pits. One side 
is shiny; the other dusty.  The sample is broken 
slightly, revealing its hollowness, and at least where 
it is broken the walls are thin. It has never been 
processed or allocated. It was observed by the 
astronauts on the lunar surface and put in the container 
with soil”. 

The transcript makes interesting reading. 
CDR “Oh, look at that glass – spherule down there.
 
See that big one? Why don’t you back off and document
 
the area.  Let me get my tongs and pick that up.
 
Perfectly round, about - - -”.
 
LMP “Keep an eye on the spherule.”
 
CRD “My little paw. So, I’ll get you a bag; let me
 
take a picture of that. I’ll get a bag; then you can get
 
the soil.”
 
LMP “Where are you going to put that little
 
spherule?”
 
CDR “In the bag.”
 
LMP “Not with the soil, though, are you?”
 
CDR “Yes.  Came out of the soil. I just didn’t want
 
to miss it. - - - Little fat ball. - - - Let’s fill the bag. - -
-
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